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negative curvature at the base of the spicule. It just 
goes out and comes back down.” Questioner: 
“(motioning in the air) But it goes out and then 
comes back down.” Speaker: “Well, it doesn’t go 
through any negative curvature”. Questioner: “It 
strikes me that it has to go around a corner, it 
must, it has to go around a corner. And at the bot- 
tom, the side that goes around the outside of the 
corner has to go around more corner than the 
leaflet which goes around the inside of the corner. 
Right? Doesn’t it go around a corner at the bot- 
tom? How else could . . . . otherwise it would be 
flat.” And so they continue, with less than 
Socratic lucidity. Still, there is a certain amount 
that will repay study, and the two reviews at the 
end - fifty pages by Roufogalis and his coIleagues 
on calcium transport in normal and pathological 
cells and by Canessa on polymorphisms in the 
sodium and potassium transport system in relation 
to hypertension - go a long way to justify the 
whole enterprise. A snip then at g44? Perhaps not 
altogether, even so. 
W .B. Cratzer 
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This small book reports the proceedings of a 
‘malaria workshop’ held as part of the Sixth Inter- 
national Conference on Red Cell Metabolism and 
Function in October 1983. It has thus been 
published reasonably quickly, the publishers hav- 
ing used camera-ready format to achieve this, with 
the resuIt that the text is somewhat ugly in places. 
The contents are divided into three sections. In 
the first, headed ‘Metabolism’, there are three 
papers that deal with the susceptibility of malarial 
parasites to attack by oxygen-derived species and 
one that discusses the Ca2+-metabolism of infected 
erythrocytes. Section II deals mainly with mem- 
brane proteins, although the article by Ockenhouse 
et al. on ‘Oxidative killing of malaria parasites by 
mononuclear phagocytes’ might have been more 
logically included in Section I. Section III is head- 
ed ‘Chemotherapy and drug resistance’ and con- 
tains four presentations. 
Overall, the papers in this book are of a high 
standard and most authors have taken the trouble 
to set their work in a wider context. I particularly 
enjoyed the critical review on ‘Oxidative stress and 
falciparum malaria’ by Roth et al. (page 35). 
EspeciaIly useful is the reporting of the main items 
of the discussion that took place after each paper. 
Overall, an interesting book. However, since 
much of the work has already been published (or 
soon will be) in scientific journals, I could not 
recommend individual purchase of this volume, at 
f28 for 174 pages of text, even for persons highly 
interested in the field. 
B. Halliwell 
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